
The Tournaig Family’s War 1914-1919
1. The outbreak of War

War is imminent

The logbooks of both Poolewe and Inverasdale schools record a number of naval 
manoeuvres in Loch Ewe from 1898 as tensions between the Grand Fleet and the 
German navy increased. 

For example:
26 July 1898: The Channel Fleet arrived in the Loch today at 2.30 pm and the scholars 
were allowed out for about 35 minutes to watch the fleet taking up its position […] the 
school will be closed on Wed, and Thursday 27th and 28th to allow the pupils to visit 
the fleet with their parents.

15 September 1904: The Channel squadron of eight Battleship and four cruisers came 
into Loch Ewe on the 13th and this afternoon the children were taken out and shown 
over the Mars and the Jupiter. 

9 May 1914: Children were to visit ‘HMS King Edward VIII’ but day turned out very 
stormy. Several of fleet lying in Loch Ewe for last 3 weeks.

On 25 April 1914 the sailors from HMS Zealandia were attending  the funeral, in the 
Londubh Churchyard, of Arthur Haskell, a young blacksmith who had been severely 
injured in lowering of the anchor. HMS Zealandia, and another ship, were on exercise 
in Loch Ewe. 

HMS Zealandia – in Loch Ewe April 1914

HMS Mars – in Loch Ewe September 1904

➾

Inverewe House on fire!

As they looked up during the service,  the sailors noticed that fire was coming out of the roof of 
Inverewe House, across the Loch. As soon as they could, they rushed across to help. A newspaper 
report and photograph tell the tale….

The first few weeks of War

At the outbreak of war in August 1914 Loch Ewe played an important role in the naval master plan. As 
expected, and fearfully anticipated by the commanding powers of the British Navy, the Germans 
immediately deployed submarines. Extracts from the memoirs of Admiral Jellicoe, Commander-in-
Chief, give glimpses into the events of that time:

August 11th Orders were given to establish Loch Ewe as a secondary coaling base, and Rear Admiral 
Richard PF Purefoy was appointed to take charge of the base

August 12th The 3rd Battle Squadron went to Loch Ewe to coal and to test the suitability of this base 
and its capability for defence against submarine attack … My object in providing this base was … to be 
prepared for a second base in the event of Scapa becoming untenable by submarine attack

August 17th A telegram was sent to the Admiralty requesting that new condenser tubes might be sent 
at once to Loch Ewe together with dockyard workmen to assist with the retubing (of HMS Orion)

August 18th The Dreadnought Battle Fleet arrived at Loch Ewe to fuel early in the afternoon; it was 
accompanied by the 1st Light Cruiser Squadron … The attached cruisers were anchored in suitable 
positions for defending the entrance against submarine attack, so far as they were capable of doing it, 
and the armed steam boats of the Fleet patrolled the entrance […] The Assistance arrived at Loch Ewe 
as base repair ship and was connected to the shore telegraph system

Aug 19th, 21st, 22nd The Battle Fleet and the 1st Battle Cruiser Squadron remained in harbour during 
the 19th, coaling, storing, cleaning boilers and taking in additional ammunition up to a maximum 
storage. With the exception of the Orion, these ships left on the 20th at 6.30p.m. for an area to the 
westward of the Orkneys to carry out target practice on the 21st.

Naval Casualties (1)

In the burial ground at Londubh, Poolewe there are three War Commission 
gravestones. Two of these are of men who died, for unexplained reasons, 

during these first war days. 

J. HIGGINS, STOKER 2ND CLASS,
RN, SS/114640

H.M.S. “NEW ZEALAND”
18TH AUGUST 1914

S. GORDON, STOKER 1ST CLASS
RN, SS/113752,
H.M.S. “LION”

20TH AUGUST 1914

Naval Casualties (2)

More is known of the third War Commission gravestone, from the Poolewe School Log Book:  

19 November 1914: A very sad accident took place late last night whereby 3 young officers were drowned at “An Corran dubh” 200 yds from the 
shore. The names of those drowned are Lieut. Ellis of Technical College, Glasgow (a brother of Dr Ellis, Prof of Botany and Bacteriology, Technical 

College). He was buried in Londubh Churchyard on Saturday. The others drowned were Lieut Burrell, Glasgow and Sublt. Longton, Paisley. 
Sublieut. Malquinn, a graduate of Toronto University, was saved by Mr. U. Maclean, Merchant of Poolewe.
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2. Mairi and Robert Hanbury & Osgood Mackenzie of Inverewe

Robert’s Game Book

Robert used his ‘Game Book’ (intended to record fishing and stalking achievements) as a summary diary, 
recording family, estate, local and ‘world’ news. This provides invaluable information for the war years. 

The ‘Tournaig Family’

Osgood Mackenzie was born in 1842 so was aged 71 when the First World War started in 
August 1914. Mairi was born in 1879, the only daughter of his unhappy marriage. 

There are many photographs in her albums, now in the Inverewe House archives, which have 
been used to illustrate the story of the family during the War.

The ones below were taken on the lawn of Tournaig Lodge: Mairi’s husband, Robert, is on     the 
right. 

These entries for September-November 1914 tell both of events in the wider war and of Robert and ‘Charlie’ 
(unknown) going out into Loch Ewe to visit Admiral Jellicoe on the Iron Duke, but, ‘as the 1st Lord was just 

about to arrive’, they left. Winston Churchill was that First Lord of the Admiralty!

The photographs below are from Mairi’s albums and show warships in Loch Ewe

Admiral Jellicoe’s record of the time explains the purpose of Churchill’s 
visit: 

September 12th: The Dreadnought Battle Fleet proceeded to Loch Ewe. 
[It] remained at Loch Ewe coaling, storing and cleaning boilers from 
5p.m. on September 13th to 6p.m. on September 17th  … Advantage 
was taken of the stay at Loch Ewe to make arrangements with the 

Admiralty for the defence of that base, and on September 17th the 1st 
Lord of the Admiralty [Churchill] with the Chief of War Staff, the 
Director of the Intelligence Division … arrived to confer with me.
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3. Supporting the War Effort

Medical matters

The Hanburys immediately offered Tournaig as the base for a training course for the Red 
Cross. Photographs in Mairi’s albums show practice sessions – and social occasions! 

There were also practical things they could do to help:
We received a man on Aug 13 from the fleet who had chicken pox. 8 battleships were 
here. We had the first war fleet here 31 vessels also Hospital ship.

One entry in the Poolewe School Log Book gives another insight into the Hanbury war 
effort:
22 July 1918: All the children were up at Inverewe Moor on Sat the 27th collecting 
sphagnum moss. 6 bags collected – afterwards Mrs Hanbury gave us all a splendid tea 
and a service of fruit’. (Sphagnum moss was used for dressing wounds.)

Even towards the end of the war Tournaig proved useful in housing the wounded … 
though somewhat of a mystery patient…
(February 1918) ‘Mairi found a wounded soldier on the road. We kept him for a week or 
more and then he bolted’.

The first recruits

There had long been an active and strong volunteer regiment of the Seaforth Highlanders in the Gairloch 
and Poolewe areas. So, although their lives had been spent beside the sea, it was the army, rather than 
the navy, which recruited the volunteers of the district most successfully. In August 1914 ‘our men were 

called out’. Robert Hanbury and Finlay Mackinnon went with them to Dingwall for the medical 
examination, and ‘some were sent to Nigg to guard the coast’.

Robert Hanbury had resigned his commission from 4th Ross Highlander battalion, Seaforth Highlanders, 
in 1912 (presumably on grounds of age). Nonetheless, in the first days of the First World War, Robert went 

to Dingwall intending to sign up. However, ‘everyone has to be medically examined, I did not pass so 
returned home on Aug 8th’.

Although unfit to serve himself he organised the signing up of local people: ‘Robert J. Hanbury, Tournaig, 
Poolewe’ was named as the Recruiting Officer on an undated recruitment poster for the 

4th Battalion, Seaforth Highlanders which ‘still had a number of vacancies’. 

One incentive offered to enlist was that ‘Wives of married men enlisting would get ‘Separation Allowance’ 
of 1s 1d per diem + 2d per diem per child under 14 years’. 

There are two standardised ‘thank you’ postcards in the photograph albums (the one shown 
here wrongly dated January 1914 – before the war had started!) sent to Robert Hanbury for 

being thoughtful and kind in contributing to the ‘Tobacco Fund’ of Martins Ltd, Piccadilly and 
so providing pipe tobacco and cigarettes to the 4th Seaforth Highlanders. 

Local responsibilities

In addition to his duties as Recruiting Officer for the Seaforth Highlanders, Robert became a member of the 
regional Food Control committee, which usually met at Kinlochewe, and was concerned with the 

unregulated high price of goods. He also continued to visit local schools, in his capacity as member of the 
School Board, fitting in twenty-one attendances at the two nearest ones, (Poolewe and Inverasdale), 

though the only report in his Game Book with respect to these visits was that, whilst lunching with the 
clerk, he ‘saw a great number of salmon jumping in front of the house’! 

The Inverasdale School log book records the comments he made on every visit. For example:

22/2/1915: I draw attention to the state of the WCs at the back which ought to have been cleaner. 
Otherwise all was in order
21/10/1915: I examined the childrens books and found great improvement, they were clean and well cared 

for
23/11/1915: Found windows still broken these must be mended at once
30/05/1916: The younger children seemed to have improved in their work answering quickly to the 
questions put to them the books were also better kept, being cleaner and more cared for
27/6/1916: Visited the school with Dr Knox and inspected the buildings to see what repairs are urgently 
required, find outside wash necessary this year and inside school rooms. 

Mairi kept her Local Pass and pasted it into a photo album
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4. Social Responsibilities

Visiting Cards

As the ‘leading family’ in the Loch Ewe area, the Hanbury/Mackenzies of Tournaig took seriously their 
responsibilities of hospitality to the visiting officers and crews. They also provided fresh food 

to supplement naval rations.

In addition to photographs, there are many other ‘momentos’ of war in Mairi’s photograph albums, 
including ‘Visiting Cards’, some annotated with ‘thank yous’, from ships of the the 3rd and 5th Battle 

Squadrons when they were stationed in Loch Ewe. The only dated one is of HMS Marlborough,
First Battle Squadron. 19/8/1914.

Other ships cards from the 3rd and 5th battle squadrons in Loch Ewe:

HMS Hindustan
HMS Dominion –Capt A L Prynne. Royal Marine Artillery

HMS Prince of Wales
HMS Irresistible

HMS King Edward VII

Shooting and fishing

1914
Sept 1 Our fleet of 21 ships again came in here.

Admiral Arbuthnot’s ships is here to refit condenser. Some of his officers came to fish.

Dec 22 went to Aultbea to lunch with Admiral Purefoy.
Dec 23 a lovely frosty day. Admiral Purefoy came to shoot. We saw a nice lot of woodcock. 
Dec 24 … Capt Goldfinch came to shoot… we had lunch outside – in the time it was like Switzerland..

1915
Nov 16 A lovely day, snow and hard frost. Capt Nugent, Capt Watson and Surgeon Thatcher and self. 
Mairi came out to lunch, found a good many birds out on the hill.

Their hospitality was reciprocated. 
On 5 June 1917 Robert and Mairi 
attended ‘a farewell dinner at the 

base for Capt Truman’ and Vice 
Admiral Reginald Tupper, invited 
them for ‘dinner on board’. His 
card, from the ‘United Services 

Club, London SW.’, was pasted in 
an album, with Robert’s 

handwritten date ‘9th June 1917’. 

Officers from Aultbea came to 
Tournaig for Christmas lunch in 

1917. 

A handwritten programme shows 
that the Tournaig family were also 

invited to the Aultbea base to 
enjoy entertainments. 

Food for local people

It wasn’t only the armed forces who benefitted from the 
outcomes of hunting on the Inverewe estates. 

Venison was distributed to local people who were struggling 
to cope with the high prices and shortages of food, as in 

January 1918: ‘Things are getting very difficult. Food of all 
kinds very scarce and no herrings for the people. We gave 

hinds to our work people and the people of Poolewe’. 

Perhaps the 6000 cabbages which Robert 
planted on Inverewe land in May 1916 were 
also destined for the Poolewe lunch tables?
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5. Heroes All

From the Front Line

In her photograph albums, Mairi Hanbury pasted a range of greetings, postcards, newspaper clippings, 
cards and other documents which had evidently been sent to her from soldiers serving in the front line, 

mostly on the Western Front. Many of the wider Hanbury family served as officers in the trenches. 
A number were injured, including Ronald Sawyer, whom she married in 1935 after Robert died. 

William Chisholm of the 7th Division, who sent the Christmas post-card (above) was killed in an accident 
in France on 27 July 1917. Pte. John Mackenzie, who had been working for Robert before he joined up. 

He died 10 April 1917 as a result of wounds sustained in the Battle of Arras.

Poolewe School log-book: ‘Sad News’ 

The headteacher of Poolewe School occasionally recorded wider war-time events, though, in general 
terms, remarkably little was included of the impact of the War on the families of the school children. 

6 November 1914: Word has come yesterday that the Poolewe Section of Territorials proceeds at once 
to the Front with their regiment 14th Seaforths.  Poolewe has sent 26 men (22 in 4th Seaforths) in all to 
Army which is excellent for such a small place of 240 inhabitants. About 11%, 20 of these have recently 
been pupils of Poolewe School.

The pride suggested by this log-book entry was replaced by shock and sadness when, just four months 
later, news came through of the realities of trench warfare:

17 March 1915: Word has reached Poolewe last night that D Coy 4th Seaforths suffered severely on 
March 10 at Neuve Chapelle, N France. The following were pupils of this school and of mine (Wm C)
Killed – Simon Urquhart, Carnmore

Wm Ross, Riverside
Wounded: – Sergt Finlay MacIver, Londubh (seriously in stomach) 

Alex Ross, Riverside – arm
John Cameron, Londubh – side

The sad news has caused a deep sensation in the West, Over 160 casualties in 4th Seaforths. Several of 
their officers killed and wounded. 

5 April: The sad news by wire reached Poolewe today that my good friend Finlay MacIver succumbed for 
his wounds 14th March.

An unexpected consequence of the war was the reduction in the money being paid to run the school. 

On 12 November 1915 the HMI (Inspector) wrote, ‘The grant has been reduced by 1/20 […] on account 
of the failure of the Board to secure the requisite number of School openings’. 
Mr Cameron explained: ‘The closing above referred to took place in April owing to all the young men 
‘being away’ at this awful war.’

War Memorials

The names of those who fell were inscribed on the local war memorials. The Third Statistical Account, 
(not compiled until 1955), reported that about a hundred local men died:

The War gave a rude shock to the economy of the parish and deprived it at the same time of many 
valuable lives. Nearly every fit man under 50 was on military or naval service. A company of 100 men, 

almost wholly Gaelic speaking, mobilised with the Seaforth Highlanders. Many fell in France. 
A group of horse, chiefly from Aultbea, mobilised with the Lovat Scouts and several fell at Gallipoli. 

Very few returned unwounded from the army.

Poolewe

This photograph of ‘D’ Company, Poolewe, probably taken in August 1914, has, on the back, 
the following names:
Ptes: John McKenzie; John Mitchell; D. McLennan; ? Urquhart; Willie Ross; Alex McLennan; 
John McKenzie; Willie McLennan; John McKenzie; John Cameron; Alex Ross.
L/Cpls: Alex McKenzie; Angus

Aultbea

Finlay Mackinnon

Finlay Mackinnon, known as the ‘Poolewe 
artist’, had first enlisted in the ranks of the 

1st Volunteer Battalion Seaforth 
Highlanders in 1889. He was sent to the 
Western Front in France in March 1915. 

The battalion remained there throughout 
the war, being involved in the battles of 
Neuve Chapelle and Loos (1915), Vimy 

Ridge and Ypres (1917) and both Battles of 
the Somme, (1916 and 1918), amongst 

others. In the 1920s Mackinnon illustrated 
H.H. Haldane’s History of the Fourth 
Battalion, the Seaforth Highlanders. 

Working party at night
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6. The end of the War

It’s over!

On Nov. 10th the Germans give in, the Kaiser & Crown Prince flee into Belgium... The first we knew of 
it was hearing the steam whistles at Aultbea. Rejoicings everywhere.

Nov 15: we were asked to lunch at the Base by the officer still there. After some speeches, they 
presented us with a lovely silver Rose Bowl.

On Dec 1 Captain Alston took us over to Loch Broom to see the Canadian and German prisoners 
cutting the woods the Canadians had very good log huts and entertainment Huts, all lighted by 
electricity. The German prisoners had also been put in huts and looked well and nearly all of them had 
sealskin coats on. (Robert Hanbury’s Game Book)

The naval base at Aultbea was closed during the first week of April 1919.

Visit to the Lighthouse 

On 30 October 1918, in the very last 
days of the War, Osgood H. 
Mackenzie (of Tournaig), Mairi and 
Robert Hanbury, signed the Visitors’ 
Book of the lighthouse at Rudha 
Reidh (Rhue Rhae), beyond Gairloch.

Accompanying them were Captain 
H.G. Alston, (Senior Officer, Aultbea), 
Comd. J.H. Goldfinch, RN, Lieut C.W. 
Amers, RNVR, officers of the Royal 
Navy.

Peace

The Peace treaties were signed in June 1919 - after Poolewe School had broken up for the 
summer holiday. The Log Book recorded: 
15 Sept 1919:  ‘School was opened to-day after seven weeks’ holidays. An extra week was given 
for Peace Celebrations’. 

In July 1919, Robert Hanbury wrote, ‘We gave all the returned soldiers and their fancy ladies [sic] 
a day on Loch Maree. They had bonfire at Poolewe on Peace night which was very wet’. 

A local hero

Once the war was over the Hanburys helped to show the appreciation of the area to those who returned 
safely from the Front. A newspaper article (undated- sometime early 1919) was glued into one of Mairi’s 
albums. It reported that Robert J. Hanbury was Chairman of the Presentation Committee which honoured 
Coy Sgt-Major Alex McKenzie in a function on Friday at Poolewe Drill Hall.  
He had been awarded the D.C.M for ‘his part in the titanic struggle against the Kaiser 
and his hordes’. 

The citation for his D.C.M., awarded 30/10/1918, read:
'During an attack, when all the platoon officers had become casualties, this Warrant 
Officer reorganised elements of the company and overpowered detached posts of 
the enemy. His conspicuous and tireless energy enabled the company to gain 
ascendance over the enemy at a critical time, and he set throughout a splendid 
example to all'.'

Further detail of the event included: 
On Friday a most enjoyable function took place in the Drill Hall, Poolewe when Coy Sergt-Major Alex 
Mackenzie 1/4th Seaforths  who recently returned home on leave from France, was the guest of the 
evening, to mark the extreme pride and satisfaction with which the community regarded him, as having 
been the recipient of the D.C.M. in recognition  of meritorious services in the great war.  A large number 
from all parts of the parish attended…. one could not help being struck with the profusion and quality of 
the vocal and instrumental talent displayed throughout the evening.  There was no lack of music, 
bagpipes, violin and accordion, etc., for the various dances known to any ballroom, which were engaged 
in, and most pleasantly executed, by the large number of your men and their lady friends, who were 
present.  It is no exaggeration to say that one could not have found oneself in a more happy and 
harmonious company … Altogether the night was one that is not likely to be forgotten soon, the only 
regret expressed being that more gatherings of this jolly nature are not possible of being held in a place 
where there is so little doing away from ordinary routine, which at best is somewhat depressing without 
relaxation of a social nature, affording young people an opportunity of meeting together, and thus 
making life brighter and happier.  The signing of “God save the King” and “He’s a jolly good fellow” 
brought a most pleasant evening to a close.

Mairi and Robert remained
committed to the war effort

throughout. 
There are various letters of 

gratitude in the albums and, in 
Mairi’s own handwriting, there 

is a list of monies given, the 
names being both of people 

and places, (such as Badachro, 
Bualnaluib/Aultbea), as 

subscriptions for GMCA huts 
(though precisely what and 

where these were is not 
evident.)

Many of those in the  Seaforth Highlanders did not return. These are some of the 
gravestones In the cemetery near Aulnoy, south-east of Valenciennes in France.

At Inverewe, now an elderly, though 
still very active, gentleman in his 

mid-seventies, Osgood Mackenzie 
commemorated the Peace in a most 

appropriate way.

In the winter of 1919-20 Mairi and Robert travelled home from a trip to North Africa via 
some of the battlegrounds and destroyed towns of France. 


