
Alexander Mackenzie of 12 Croft Poolewe 

& his family 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Donald (elder) the First of the Family 

 

1810 onwards 

Alexander’s family lived in Tollie Crofts from at least 1810. 

According to the Gairloch Estate Rental Records a Donald 

Mackenzie is a tenant. He is shown as ‘post’ in 1822. So was he a 

postman at that time? 

 

1841 

More details are given on the Estate Rental Records of 1841. 

Donald McKenzie is recorded as living on Croft 2 Tollie with his 

wife, Margaret. They have three children. 

 

1841 

The 1841 census is more informative. On Croft Donald MacKenzie is 

a tenant and is shown to be 61 years. This gives Donald a birth 

date of c1780 which could confirm that he has been a tenant from 

1810. (Because ages are not always accurate his birth date 

changes!) No wife is recorded but it is possible that she is 

elsewhere on the census day (see later). Their three children are 

Catherine who is 25 years, Donald, at 20 years and Murdo at 18 

years. 

     It is not possible to know exactly where Donald lives or even 

where Tollie Croft 2 is.  

     Before the allocation of the crofts in 1845 the tenants (cottars) 

lived in groups of small one-roomed houses, sometimes with a byre 

end for animals attached – sharing land for growing crops and for 

grazing their animals. 

 



1845  

At this time there was the allocation of the crofts. In pencil on the 

crofting map against Croft 12 is the name Donald MacKenzie.  

  

    On the map the croft is shown on both sides of the road from 

Gairloch to Poolewe, with a slip road going down to the River Ewe. 

(This slip road can still be seen today leading to the holiday house, 

The Narrows). A burn runs from the main river across the croft. 

     The croft boundary shows that the area allocated is not totally 

rectangular. One large building is shown on the left-hand side of 

the road going towards Poolewe and a small building is on the river 

bank. Neither building can be seen today. 

     According to the rental records there was one house and two 

barns for the croft. As these are not shown on the map this 

indicates that Donald erected these later. It is possible that these 

were on the same side as the large building. 



1851 

On the census for Croft Donald has aged to 78 years and it shown 

as a lotter (a cottar or a crofter). Margaret, his wife, is 71. The 

three children are grown-up and are unmarried. Christy is 44, 

Donald is 28 and Murdo is 25. Donald and Murdo are fishermen. 

(But Christy is not Catherine!) 

     There is, however, yet another daughter. This is Johanna and 

she is 34 years old. 

     An eleven-year old grandson, Donald, is also in the family but it 

is not known who his parents might be. 

 

1861 

On Croft Poolewe 

the family are in a 

house which has 

three rooms with 

windows. It is 

possible that this 

house is single-

storey with two downstairs rooms and the attic has been turned 

into a sleeping space with a small window installed.  

     Donald, the crofter, has reached the grand age of 87 but he 

dies before the next census. Margaret, his wife, is 78. Three 

unmarried children are at home. Christy is 54 years of age and is a 

domestic servant. And then there is Lexy who at 38 is also a 

domestic servant. Donald continues to be a fisherman and is 36 

years of age. 

     Donald Urquhart, a 14-year old grandson and a scholar, 

completes the family. Could this be grandson Donald from the 1851 

census although the ages don’t tally? 



Some problems with the children? 

1841 1851 1861 1871 

 

Catherine 25    

 

Donald 20     

Murdo 18                                      

Christy 44  

Johanna 34   

 

Donald 28    

Murdo 25                                        

Christy 54   

 

Lexy 38       

Donald 36                           

Christy 60    

Catherine 53 

Alexina 51     

Donald 49 

     

 

 Where was Christy in 1841? Was she elsewhere with Margaret 

who was also not on the 1841 census? 

 Catherine seems to be called Johanna as her age ties up in 

1851 and where was she in 1861? 

 Where was Lexy in 1841 and 1851?  

 Where was Murdo in 1861 and onwards? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Donald (younger) the Second ‘Donald’ of the Family 

 

1871 

As the oldest son Donald has taken over the croft, Tolly Crofts No 

12. He is unmarried at 49 years of age. Living with him is his 

mother, Margaret, and she has reached the age of 92 years. Her 

three daughters are also unmarried and living on the croft. Christy 

is 60, Catherine is 53 and Alexina is 51. Christy is a domestic 

servant and Catherine and Alexina are general servants.  

Croft Brae c1870 



 

 

 

 

 

1881 

Still in 12 Pool Crofts is Donald, at 58 and an unmarried farmer-

crofter. Catherine and Lexy, his sisters, are recorded as 

unemployed cooks. 

     Catherine is not found again on later censuses. 

 

 

1891 

Tolly Croft 12 is now shown as a house with two rooms having 

windows. Unmarried Donald is the crofter and Christina has 

returned as a retired cook of 82 years with Alexandrina as a 70  

year-old retired dairymaid. 

     Christina appears to have died before the next census. 

 

 

1901 

Donald Mackenzie senior is recorded as a postman and he lives 

with Alexina, his sister, who is his housekeeper. The address is 

shown as No. 12 Pool Crofts and now we find that another house 

has been built on the croft, on the opposite side of the road. This 

house is still lived in today. 

     Both seem to have died before 1911. 

 

 

 



 

Donald – the next generation – the third ‘Donald’ of the family 

Domhnall Bàn (Fair Donald)  

Dhol Bhan – those who lived in 12 Croft were the Dhol Bhans 

 

 

1891 

In Poolewe we find a Donald Mackenzie who is 26 years old, a farm 

servant who is married to Jane. Their daughter, Henrietta, was 

born in Lochbroom. 

     Donald is part of the original Mackenzie family but there is a 

query as to who his father might have been. ‘Old’ Donald had two 

sons. One, Donald, was unmarried and Murdo cannot be traced 

after 1851. 

 

 

1901 

Donald ‘junior’ has moved into the second house on No 12 Pool 

Crofts. He is 35 years old and is a crofter, born in Gairloch. Jane, 

his wife, was also born in Gairloch but Henrietta, their daughter 

now aged eleven is shown to have been born in Ullapool. She is at 

school. 

     And now we have the first reference to Alexander 

(b.25.9.1891). He is a scholar and is nine years old, having been 

born in Gairloch. There are also two more children, John who is 

seven and Maggie who is one. 

     It seems likely that Donald and his family live in the house 

which still remains as this is thought to have been built around 

1900. 

 



 

1911 

12 Tollie Croft was a house with five rooms with windows 

indicating that it had an upstairs. Donald is now 47 years old and is 

a farm grieve (working as a caretaker or head gardener at 

Inverewe or Tournaig Estates). His wife, Jane, is shown as having 

been married for 21 years and that one child has left home. This 

would have been Henrietta.  

     Alexander is now 19 years of age and is employed as an 

assistant inspector of the poor. John, at 17, is a farm labourer and 

Margaret (later to become Kay Matheson’s mother) is eleven years 

old and is at school. There are two other children. Murdina 

(Deena), nine years old, is at school whilst Murdo is four. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Some more questions 

 Was Murdo the father of Donald? 

 Can Murdo be traced after 1851? 

 If Donald was 26 years old in 1891 where was he in 1881 and 

1871? 

 

Some detective work! 

1871 

at Ardessie a possible six-year old Donald is found with a father, 

Murdo. 

 

Murdo – head – 50 – labourer (but recorded as being born in 

Lochbroom!) 

Flora – wife – 40 – born in Lochbroom (as were all the children) 

Alexander – son – 18 – labourer 

Duncan – son – 16 – labourer 

Isabella – daughter – 14 

Mary – daughter – 12 – scholar 

Murdo – son – 9 – scholar 

Donald – son – 6 – scholar 

Jannet – daughter - 3 

Alexandria – daughter – 9 months 

 

This is a distinct possibility apart from father Murdo’s birthplace 

which should have been Gairloch. 

 

Let’s move to 1881 when Donald should be 16 years old. 

 

 



 

1881 

at Ardessie Cottage 

 

Murdoch – head – 60 – mason 

Flora – wife – 49 

Duncan – son – 26 – carpenter 

Mary – daughter – 22 

Murdoch – son – 19 – agricultural labourer 

Jessie – daughter – 13 

Alexanderina – daughter – 10 

John – son – 7 

(George Cameron – visitor – 28) 

 

But where is Donald? 

Alexander and Isabella are also not recorded. 

 

1891 

at Lochbroom 

Murdo – head – 72 – crofter 

Flora – wife – 58 

Duncan – son - 36 – ship carpenter 

Alexina – daughter - 20 – general servant 

John – son - 18 - ploughman 

 

Jessie has now left home 

 

Let’s explore 1861 to see if we can find Murdo. 

 

 



 

1861 

at Ardessie 

 

William Mackenzie – head – 74 – servant – born Aultbea 

Flora – wife – 29  

Janet – sister – 79 – born Badralloch 

Mary – sister – 68 – born Kildonan 

(Martha – 20 – servant – born Gairloch) 

(Hugh McDonald – 63 – visitor – drover – born Lochbroom) 

Alexander – son – 8 – born Ardessie 

Duncan – son – 7 – born Ardessie 

Mary – daughter – 2 – born Ardessie 

MS Mackenzie – 81 – mother-in-law – born Kildonan 

 

So here is Flora with three of her children, Alexander, Duncan and 

Mary. She has married a much older man. 

So it appears that Flora remarries Murdo on William’s death. 

 

But where was Murdo in 1861? 

 

Could he have been on Chapel Hill Farm (a farm of 10 acres) in 

Banffshire where a Murdo was a boarder, an agricultural labourer? 

He was 40 years old. His birthplace was recorded as ‘not known’ 

Ross-shire. 

 

And this is where the trail goes cold! 

 

 

 



 

Alexander 

His war 

 

 

Alexander would have been 22 years old when war broke out. He 

enlisted on 7th November 1914. He was a lance corporal at first 

(1064) in the 4th (Ross Highland) Battalion of the Seaforth 

Highlanders.  

     This was a unit of the 

Territorial Force and when war 

broke out in August 1914 the men 

were recalled from their annual 

camp and mobilised for war.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



He was promoted to a Company Sergeant Major 200022 in the 4th 

Battalion Seaforth Highlanders.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

His brother’s war 

John became a private, 1246, in the 4th Battalion Seaforth 

Highlanders. He was registered as being a woodman. He saw action 

from 7th November 1914 and was discharged on 31st March 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



After the war 

After the war Alexander was awarded the DCM (Distinguished 

Conduct Medal), Victory Medal, British Medal and the 1914 Star.  

The citation for his DCM, awarded 30.10.1918, states: 

During an attack, when all the platoon officers had become 

casualties, this Warrant Officer reorganised elements of the 

company and overpowered detached posts of the enemy. His 

conspicuous and tireless energy enabled the company to gain 

ascendancy over the enemy at a critical time, and he set 

throughout a splendid example to all. 

 

     It was reported that Alexander had seized a hand grenade 

which he then threw back into enemy lines. If he had not done so 

there would have been serious casualties in the British trenches. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A celebration 

In early 1919 ‘a most enjoyable function took place in the Drill 

Hall, Poolewe’.  

(This old postcard shows the position of the old hall which can no 

longer be seen).  

     This occasion was organised to honour Alexander’s war efforts. 

Robert Hanbury of Tournaig Estate was the Chairman of the 

Presentation Committee which wished to ‘mark the (local 

community’s) extreme pride and satisfaction’ with which they 

regarded Alexander. There were speeches and dancing and 

Alexander was presented with ‘a beautifully designed gold locket 

bearing a suitable inscription, a number of war saving 

certificates, and a well-filled purse of treasury notes’ in 

recognition of his ‘meritorious services … in the titanic struggle 

against the Kaiser and his hordes’. 

 

 

 

      



     (Jean still wears 

the locket around 

her neck – 2018). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     There was singing and instrumental playing, including bagpipes, 

violin and accordion as well as tea and things to eat. It was 

obviously a very happy and harmonious occasion and it was 

reported that ‘altogether the night was one that is not likely to be 

forgotten soon, the only regret expressed being that more 

gatherings of this jolly nature are not possible of being held in a 

place where there is so little doing away from ordinary routine … 

affording young people an opportunity of meeting together, and 

thus making life brighter and happier’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRESENTED 

to 
C.S.M. A.MACKENZIE 

1/4 Seaforths 
by his Friends in 

Poolewe & District 
                   along with a number of war saving 

Certificates and a Purse of 
Treasury Notes, in recognition of 

his having won the D.C.M. 

in FRANCE 1918. 

 



     Another newspaper report states : ‘On Friday, in the Drill Hall, 

Poolewe, CSM Alex MacKenzie, 4th Seaforth Highlanders, was the 

guest of the evening, to mark the extreme pride and satisfaction 

with which the community regarded him, as having been the 

recipient of the DCM in recognition of meritorious services in the 

war. A large number of people from all parts of the parish 

attended, with Mr W B Macrae presiding. A beautifully designed 

gold locket bearing a suitable inscription, a number of war savings 

certificates, and a well filled purse of treasury notes were 

presented to CSM MacKenzie by Mr T R Mackenzie, Poolewe. 

Speakers included Mr MacKenzie, Poolewe hotel; Miss R Maclean, 

Riverside; Miss Mary Grant, Moss bank; and Mr Kenneth Maclean, 

Riverside. An excellent tea was provided by Mr A Ross, Moss Bank, 

and several local ladies. A dance followed, the duties of MC being 

carried out by Messrs. John Mitchell and A Cameron.’ 

 

     Yet another newspaper report states in more detail : ‘… Mr 

Mackenzie made the presentation in a felicitous manner, making 

special reference to C.S.M Mackenzie’s plucky work at a critical 

time and place on the Western Front and also to the martial 

characteristics of the Highlanders in general and how nobly and 

ungrudgingly their services had been given to King and Country in 

the titanic struggle against the Kaiser and his hordes. He also 

stated how fortunate it was for all that the cause of justice had 

prevailed and that auguries pointed to the time at which the 

sword would be turned into ploughshare and the spear into a 

pruning hook. 

     ….C.S.M Mackenzie, in a neat little speech, expressed his 

thanks for the honour that had been done him, adding that he felt 

he had only accomplished a duty which he was sure many others 



would have performed had they been placed in similar 

circumstances. 

     Mr Mackenzie, of the Hotel, in a short and pithy speech, dealt 

on the several phases of the war, and said that he have it that the 

guest of the evening had done something more than a duty, for 

the reason that he stood in a breach with very little hope of 

success in view of the fact that the enemy forces operating 

against him had inflicted many casualties and was making rapid 

headway, and but for the successful attempt of the gallant C.S.M. 

in what appeared to be a forlorn hope the gain would have been 

very much greater. 

     ….It would be invidious to single out one more than another, 

(the singers) yet because of Mr Maclean’s splendid tenor voice and 

his effective rendering of the songs give, for which he was loudly 

encored, it may be permitted to say with some expert training, he 

would excel in musical circles. … Mention would also be made of 

the joint treasurers, Messrs A. Mackenzie and John Cameron. The 

latter had seen a good deal of service in France, where on two 

occasions he was severely wounded. The duties of M.C. were ably 

carried out by Messrs John Mitchell and A. Cameron with 

commendable tact and pleasantness. … The singing of ‘God save 

the King’ and ‘He’s a jolly good fellow’ brought a most pleasant 

evening to a close. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1911 census gives a little information about the people 

mentioned. 

      T(Thomas) R. Mackenzie was then a 60-year old grocer and a 

widower. He lived in a small house (just two rooms with windows) 

with his unmarried sister, Maggie, who was a laundress. 

     Kenneth MacLean from Riverside was an apprentice blacksmith 

who was 22 years old who was living with his parents (his father 

John was a blacksmith), his brother and sister. It is possible that 

Kenneth was Alexander’s friend as he was a private in the 4th 

Seaforth Highlanders during the war although he was discharged in 

1916. 

     There was a crofter, A. Cameron, from 9 Londubh and a John 

Cameron from 10/11 Londubh. From The Heroes of Gairloch Parish 

World War 1 we find that John Cameron was a private in the 4th 

Battalion Seaforth Highlanders. He had joined up in 1908 and went 

on to serve in the war until he was wounded in March 1915. 

Because some of the shrapnel which could not be removed in his 

back he was discharged in April 1916. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Book 

Some time after the war Alexander is presented with a copy of A 

History of the Fourth Battalion of the Seaforth 

Highlanders by Lieutenant Colonel M.M. 

Haldane, published in 1927. This was given to 

him ‘with best wishes’ from someone with the 

surname of MacKinnon, maybe F. MacKinnon.  

     This book is a 

fascinating and 

graphic account of 

the years at war 

of the 4th 

Seaforths during 

1914 – 1919 and 

Alexander gets  

some mention 

within its pages.  

 

     There are 

other names mentioned but there only seems to be two other 

Gairloch area names. These were Sergeant Hector Mackenzie of 

Opinan and Corporal A. M. Ross of Poolewe. 

      

 



Also of interest is that Finlay Mackinnon, the Poolewe artist from 

Moss Bank illustrated the book and it 

is quite likely that he was the friend 

who gave the book to Alexander.  

An example of one of Finlay Mackinnon’s illustrations. 

 

We learn that on 24th February 1910 D Company Gairloch was set 

up with sections at Poolewe, Opinan, Kinlochewe and Torridon. 

Later this amalgamated with E Company to form No. 3 Company. 

 

     We cannot be absolutely sure which places Alexander went to 

in France and which attacks he was involved in but reading about 

the movements of the 4th Seaforths can give us a fair indication of 

his life in the war. 

 

At 9 a.m. on Christmas Day, 1914, the 4th Seaforths marched ten 

miles to Robecq, due west from Vielle Chapelle, arriving at noon. 



The billets were good ones and the hard frost made the march a 

pleasant one.’ 

     On the 26th they moved again to inferior crowded billets where 

there was a lot of illness. 

     By January 15th 1915 they had marched to Richebourg St-Vaast 

where they had to take over the trenches from the Highland Light 

Infantry. Life was difficult. 

     Sunday, 17. D Company marched off to the Rue du Bois road 

and rested in a shelled house by the roadside. There were no 

doors or windows and the place was shivering. We could not light 

a match even, for the shells were falling near us, so we crouch 

behind the walls and tried to sleep….’ 

 

     The first mention of Alexander was at Aubers Ridge.  

 

Aubers Ridge was near Neuve Chapelle (chapter 4 records what 

happened here). The date of the battle of Aubers Ridge was May 

9th 1915 and from the descriptions it must have been dreadful and 



there were a great many casualties and it was described as ‘the 

most terrible ordeal that the Battalion had yet gone through.’ 

     This is where Alexander won his D.C.M. (dated 30th October 

1918 on a list of Honours and Awards). 

     ‘In this battle Sergeant Alick Mackenzie won the D.C.M for 

most conspicuous bravery. Although under terrific rifle and 

machine-gun fire, five times he went over the open and brought 

in wounded men who were lying in exposed positions.’ 

 

     The next mention we read about Alexander is at the Somme 

and, in particular, High Wood. In the summer of 1916 High Wood 

was still a wood ‘with trees of considerable size and thick 

undergrowth of holly, laurel and rhododendron.’ Because both the 

British and the Germans were in part occupation it wasn’t possible 

for either side to shell or gas it. Nos 1 and 4 Seaforths relieved the 

Norfolks in the early hours of the 25th. The Germans threw hand 

grenades as the Seaforths charged for the trench. 

     ‘Sergeant A. Mackenzie and the leading men sheltered under 

the parapet till the firing ceased, when they crawled back; the 

remainder got what cover they could in old broken shelters, so 

the total casualties were light.’ 

 

     A Lieutenant-Colonel Unthank also mentioned Alexander. 

     ‘Company Sergeant-Major Mackenzie of No. 3 Company had an 

experience of this at Roeux the following year. At short range he 

marked a gap in a bank, behind which Germans were advancing, 

and so he covered the gap with his rifle. At first he could see only 

the heads of the men, but before he had finished they were 

exposed waist-high, and what is more, they made no effort to get 



across, but slowly stepped on the dead body in front without even 

bending, and added one more to the heap.’ 

     It appears that the Seaforths wore kilts on the front until the 

early weeks of 1917. Then the men were allowed to wear trousers 

as these were issued because they were thought to be easier for 

digging. Their kilts were then kept clean and dry. However, it 

seemed that the men became more ill when they wore trousers! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The 1911 census and the WW1 book gives a little information about 

Hector Mackenzie and Corporal Ross. 

 

In 1911 at 8/9 Opinan Hector Mackenzie, at 44 years, was the sub-

postmaster living with his wife’s parents, John and Mary McDonald. 

Hector was married to Isabella and they had five children, two 

boys and three girls, ranging from 13 years to four years. He was 

made a Quarter Master Sergeant in 1915 and was discharged on 

March 31st 1916. 

 

In 1911 in Londhu-Riverside Alexander Ross was a farm labourer of 

16 years of age, living with his parents and two sisters. Although 

mentioned as a corporal, in the book The Heroes of Gairloch 

Parish World War 1 he was shown to have been a sergeant. At 

some time he transferred to the Lancashire Fusiliers as a 2nd 

Lieutenant. He was awarded the Silver War Badge which was given 

to men who were discharged as a result of sickness or wounds 

contracted or received during active service. He was wounded at 

Neuve Chapelle where his brother was killed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Alexander’s life after the war 

After the war Alexander returns to Poolewe and lives on croft 12. 

We don’t know who else from the family was living with him 

     He married Alice (Hepburn) and they had four children, two 

girls, Jean and Susan, and two 

boys, Donald was one but the 

other, William, died early at the 

age of six of asthma and 

whooping cough.  

     Donald owned the house on 

croft 12 which has now been sold 

and is no longer owned by the 

Mackenzie family. 

     In 2018 Jean, at 84 years, is 

living with her married son, 

Alexander, and his wife. 

     It is said that when Alexander first returned from the war he 

was jobless and, like many other returning servicemen, had to find 

whatever employment he could.  

     Then Alexander got a semi-permanent job as a cattleman on 

Inveran Farm. This 

would have been for 

the Tournaig & 

Inverewe Estate and 

so he seems to have 

followed in his father 

Donald’s footsteps. In 

order to get there he 

rowed across the River 

Ewe in his boat and then he would climb up to the roadside where 



he had left his bicycle in a shelter and cycle to Inveran. This 

journey would be reversed at the end of the day. If Inverewe Farm 

ran short of milk to supply its customers Alexander would help out 

for one particular family. After finishing with the cows, normally 

about mid-afternoon, he would take a neighbour’s full milk pail 

plus maybe a rabbit or two for the pot and would cycle down to 

the bike shelter. There he would leave the milk can hanging on the 

handlebar for the milk to be collected and a clean one to be left 

for the following day. 

     Alexander was said to be 

sociable and always smiling. 

He also was an interesting 

conversationalist.  

     Alexander also used to 

be a regular ghillie on the 

River Ewe.  

     When World War 11 started he became the commanding officer 

of the local Home 

Guard battalion which 

was made up from 

young lads and older 

ex-servicemen. 

     However, while 

working at the Boom 

in Aultbea, as a 

labourer for only two 

months, for the Admiralty he died on May 2nd 1952 as a result of an 

accident. It appeared that he volunteered to go up a ladder or 

maybe a crane to retrieve something from a ship but the ladder 



slipped and he 

fell, hitting his 

head on the rails. 

Alexander died as 

a dreadful tragic 

consequence. 

   (There were two 

steam cranes 

which could work side by side at end of the pier where rails 

divided and which were used for various jobs – lifting netting, 

buoys and concrete weights.  But they were also used for 

unloading the coal boats as coal was needed for various depots, as 

well as the raising of small craft.) 

 

Alexander’s brothers after the war 

John emigrated to Australia. He married and at least one 

grandchild is living – a Neil Mackenzie who lives in Australia. 

Murdo emigrated to Canada.  

 

 

The Boom c. 1946 


