
Curator’s Report 13 January 2021 
 
Building and Grounds 
LDN have confirmed that the equipment has been ordered for the exterior alterations to the 
ventilation system in the library and activity room. Simpson Builders will be in touch to arrange 
installation. 
 
I had an email from Simpson Builders providing information on the work that was done to the 
foghorn and have updated the conservation records on Adlib accordingly. 
 
The interpretation group has suggested that the brown sign opposite the museum entrance be 
replaced with a bilingual one – for discussion. 
 
I have been monitoring the humidity and temperature in the new storage container and am happy 
that it is an appropriate storage location for some of our objects. 
 
Collections 
Lockdown has delayed the moving of the stable and Poolewe church altar to the container. 
 
Lockdown and consequent closure of the museum should provide an opportunity to tackle the 
accession backlog that has built up in the period since furlough ended. I also hope to start to 
catalogue some of our archival material. 
 
Recent acquisitions include a sign from a former campsite located on the common grazings at Mellon 
Udrigle. 
 
Interpretation and Displays 
Minutes of the Interpretation Team were circulated to the board. 
 
A pair of Gairloch stockings and a waistcoat in the Gairloch pattern were mounted and photographed 
as part of an online exhibition of Highland Costume named ‘Highland Threads’. Thanks to Fran and 
Anne who helped out on the day. 
 
We managed a couple of days of collections work during December, when the museum was not 
open every day. These were mainly focussed on protecting the textile collection in the store. 
 
Education and Training  
I have attended virtual training events in the following topics: 

• Digital Video for Heritage 
• Tapping the potential of UK museum collections 
• Recording under the stairs - creating engaging audio content at home during Covid-19 
• Marketing planning in times of change 
• Online safeguarding for museum and heritage learning programmes 
• Remote Participation 

 

https://connect.eventdata.uk/rsps/m/X_fksWDs7xy9c9ipXj9sKlLRSI2v4TIFs9B-qLPnZPs


We were asked by Art Fund to do a tour of our galleries for the Arts Marketing Association annual 
conference. Unfortunately, the broadcast did not work. 
 
Events 
We have now appointed Mark Macleod as Events and Outreach Coordinator (freelance). 
 
Our first event of the year will be a talk by Adrian Cox on 20 January. 
 
Marketing and Promotion 
I would like to stress the importance of ensuring that our opening hours are up to date on the various 
platforms where they are advertised (Google, Tripadvisor, Facebook etc.). I trust the new Front of 
House team will take this on board. It is time consuming when our hours are changing so often - but 
important. 
 
Miscellaneous 
I am working on updating the research pages of our website. This is long overdue. Thanks to Nevis 
and Dorothy Malone who have contributed to this update. 
 
Karen Buchanan (Curator) 


